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CHANGES TO GEORGIA'S OUTDOOR BURN NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
(SENATE BILL 119 - 0.C.G.A. 12-6-90)

WHAT: Changes are being made to Georgia’s outdoor burn notification system. The law no longer
requires a burner to inform the GFC online or by phone about their intention to burn leaf piles
and yard debris. New legal safety requirements are now specified for this type of debris burning.

WHEN: Effective July 1, 2021.

WHERE: All Georgia counties. Local ordinances supersede 12-6-90 and the Environmental
Protection Division’s summer burn ban remains in effect (May 1- Sept. 30) in 54 northern
Georgia counties.

WHO: Any person, firm, corporation or association intending to burn hand-piled natural
vegetation/yard debris in Georgia.

WHY: To reduce the number of wildfires in Georgia and protect landowners’ right to burn, the
changes shift safety responsibilities and awareness to those conducting outdoor burning
of hand-piled natural vegetation.

HOW: FIVE safety precautions are mandated by the new law.

BEFORE YOU BURN... S Space - 25+ feet between fire and woodlands.
TAKE 5!

S Space - 50+ feet between fire and structures.
T Time - Sunrise to sunset.

A Attendance - Person responsible stays onsite until fire is completely extinguished
and there is no risk of burn escaping.

R Reasonable Precautions - Some examples are: tools/measures in place to
prevent escaped fire. These include: continuous pressurized water source on site;
man-made or natural barrier to contain fire, such as bare soil, rocks, bricks, burn
barrel, etc.; hand tools or fire-containing equipment on site, such as rake, shovel,
garden hoe, etc.; weather awareness - to NWS red flag warnings, High Fire Danger
designation of Very High or Extreme days and other hazardous conditions, low
relative humidity, high winds, etc.

OTHER: Agriculture, silviculture and land-clearing burns for residential or commercial development
DO require notification to the county forest ranger and a permit IS still required for these
activities.

e Person responsible is liable for damages to adjacent properties due to fire escape.
« Unlawful Burn Notices may be issued and suppression charges may apply if the stated
safety requirements weren't followed and wildfire results.
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CHANGES TO GEORGIA'S OUTDOOR BURN NOTIFICATION SYSTEM
(SENATE BILL 119 - 0.C.G.A. 12-6-90) - EFFECTIVE JULY 1, 2021

How has the burn notification law changed?

GA code section 12-6-90 eliminates the need to notify the Georgia Forestry Commission when a person, firm,
corporation or association intends to burn hand-piled vegetation/yard debris. Important fire prevention precautions
for burners, however, were added.

If I don’t have to call for permission, can | simply light the match?
NO! The new law mandates the person burning take full responsibility for keeping their fire contained and is
required to ensure FIVE SAFETY STANDARDS are followed.

Before you burn.. TAKE 5!
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What are the five safety standards and how will | remember them?
Before you burn, “Take Five,” and remember the acronym, “S-S-T-A-R.” Each of the star’s five points represents a
burning safety standard:

S Space - Burn location must be no less than 25 feet from any woodlands, forestland or field that
contains brush, grass or other flammable material.

S Space - Burn location must be no less than 50 feet from structures, which includes homes,
outbuildings, sheds and barns.

T Time- Burning must take place between sunrise and sunset.

Attendance - Person responsible must attend burning at all times until fire is completely
extinguished and there is no risk for burning to escape control.

R Reasonable Precautions - Person responsible must take reasonable and necessary precautions
to prevent fire escape or spread from the original location.

What constitutes “reasonable precautions?”
Some examples include:
* Continuous pressurized water source on site, such as water hose. Buckets of water or hand-held sprayers do
not meet legal requirements.
* Man-made or natural barrier to contain your fire such as bare soil, rocks, bricks or burn barrel.
* Hand tools or fire-containing equipment on site, such as rake, shovel, garden hoe, etc.
* Weather awareness to NWS red flag warnings, High Fire Danger designation of Class 4 or Class 5 days and other
hazardous conditions, such as prolonged drought, low relative humidity or high winds, etc.
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What about permits for silviculture, agriculture and land-clearing burns?
Those are different and a permit IS required. Contact your local GFC county ranger. This includes permits for pine
straw producers.

Why was this law changed?

Escaped leaf pile and yard debris burning is the leading cause of wildfires in Georgia. In an effort to reduce the
number of unwanted fires and to protect Georgia’s valuable forest resources, homes and structures, establishing
best practice requirements when burning yard debris is a responsible way for homeowners and citizens to
continue to burn.

What am I allowed to burn?
Only hand-piled leaves or naturally occurring yard debris. No household garbage or man-made refuse, and debris
may not be transported from one location to another for burning.

How do I determine if it's a good weather day to burn?

Local weather is the primary consideration necessary for safe outdoor burning. Gather data on local wind speeds,
relative humidity and the number of days without significant rainfall. Breezy, high, or gusty winds accompanied
with low relative humidity and extended days without rain are recipes for wildfires. When winds are light, generally
10 mph or less, when relative humidity is above 35%, and when frequent rainfall has occurred at the location of
the burning, the person responsible may make a decision to burn leaf piles and yard debris.

What weather apps do you recommend for my mobile phone and computer?

Local current and forecasted weather information is readily available through local media sources and regional
and statewide weather forecasting agencies. Many local news and weather apps for mobile phones and computer
are available. The Weather Channel provides smart phone apps that may prove to be helpful. In addition, the
Georgia Forestry Commission provides comprehensive fire weather and fire danger information, which is readily
available at: GaTrees.org.

Will Unlawful Burn Notices (UBNs) still be issued? Under what circumstances?

Rangers at the local county unit who respond to wildfires determine whether an Unlawful Burn Notice must be
issued. UBNs may be issued if wildfire results from a yard debris burn AND it is clear that the five required safety
precautions have not been followed.

UBNs are issued whenever illegal materials are being burned, including household garbage, man-made materials,
personal papers, corrugated boxes and pallets.

What will the GFC do about smoke complaints?

Safety is our primary concern and we will always respond to reports of wildfire. For smoke complaints we will ask if
the fire has escaped or could cause imminent threat. It is illegal to burn after sunset. Local GFC rangers will
determine what action to take on an individual basis.

What if 1 don’t have a lot of space between my fire and woodlands or a structure?
Itis illegal to light a debris pile if there is less than 50 feet between your fire and a structure or 25 feet between
your fire and woodlands.

Will there be a grace period for people to get used to these changes?

The law goes into effect on July 1, 2021. A communication campaign is underway to help Georgians understand
requirements of the new law and their responsibilities when burning. Visit GaTrees.org for complete details,
including a how-to video, a copy of the legislation, and information about burning safety.
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CAMBIOS EN LAS LEYES DE NOTIFICACION DE QUEMADURAS DE GEORGIA
EFECTIVO JULIO 1, 2021

¢Ha cambiado la ley de notificacion de quemaduras?

GA codigo seccion 12-6-90 elimina la necesidad de notificar a la comision forestal de Georgia cuando una persona,
empresa, corporacion o asociacién tiene la intencion de quemar vegetacién apilada a mano/ escombros de patio.
Sin embargo, se afiadieron importantes precauciones de prevencion de incendios para los quemadores.

éSino pido permiso, puedo simplemente iluminar el fésforo?
iNo! La ley ordena que la persona que quema tome responsabilidad completa por para mantener su fuego
contenido y esta obligado a asegurar que se siguen CINCO NORMAS DE SEGURIDAD.

Before you burn..TAKE 5/
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jAntes que quemas... TOMA 5! jEs la NUEVA ley!

éCudles son las cinco normas de seguridad y como las recordaré?

Antes de quemar, "Toma cinco" y recuerda el acronimo, "S-S-T-A-R". Cada uno de los cinco puntos de la estrella
representa un estandar de seguridad en llamas:

§ ESPACIO - La ubicacion de la quema debe estar a no menos de 25 pies de cualquier bosque,
terreno forestal o campo que tenga arbuustos, pasto o ortro material inflamable.

ESPACIO - La ubicacion de la quema debe estar a no menos de 50 pies de las estructuras, que
incluyen casas, dependencias, cobertizos y graneros.

TIEMPO -- La quema debe tener lugar entre el amanecer y el atardecer.

ASISTENCIA - La persona responsable debe asistir a la quema en todo momento hasta que el
fuego se apague completamente y no haya riesgo de quemarse para escapar de control.

PRECAUCIONES RAZONABLES - La persona responsable debe tomar las precauciones o
razonables y necesarias para evitar que el fuego escape o se extienda desde la ubicacién original.
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¢ Qué constituye "precauciones razonables"?
Algunos ejemplos incluyen:
* Fuente continua de agua presurizada en el lugar, como una manguera de agua. Los cubos de agua o
pulverizadores de mano no cumplen los requisitos legales.
e Barrera artificial o natural para contener su fuego, como tierra desnuda, rocas, ladrillos o barriles quemados.
* Herramientas de mano o equipo que contiene fuego en el sitio, como rastrillo, paloma, azada de jardin, etc.
¢ Conocimiento meteorologico de las advertencias de la bandera roja del NWS, designacién de Alto Peligro de

Incendio de los dias de Clase 4 o Clase 5 y otras condiciones peligrosas, como sequia prolongada, baja
humedad relativa o vientos fuertes, etc.



¢;Qué pasa con los permisos para la silvicultura, la agricultura y las quemaduras por limpieza de tierras?
Son diferentes y se REQUIERE un permiso. PGngase en contacto con su guardabosques del condado de GFC. Esto
incluye permisos para productores de paja de pino.

cPor qué se cambié esta ley?

La quema de pilas de hojas y escombros de patio es la principal causa de incendios forestales en Georgia. En un
esfuerzo por reducir el numero de incendios no deseados y proteger los valiosos recursos forestales, hogares y
estructuras de Georgia, establecer requisitos de mejores practicas al quemar escombros del patio es una forma
responsable para que los propietarios y los ciudadanos continien quemando.

¢;Qué puedo quemar?
Sélo hojas apiladas a mano o residuos naturales del patio. No se puede transportar basura domeéstica ni basura
artificial, ni desechos de un lugar a otro para quemarlos.

¢Como puedo determinar si es un dia de buen tiempo para quemar?

El clima local es la consideracion principal necesaria para la quema segura al aire libre. Recope datos sobre las
velocidades locales del viento, la humedad y el nimero de dias sin precipitaciones significativas. Los vientos
ventosos, altos o racheados acompafiados de baja humedad y dias prolongados sin lluvia son recetas para
incendios forestales. Cuando los vientos son ligeros, generalmente 10 mph o menos, cuando la humedad relativa
esta sobre 35%, y cuando la lluvia frecuente ha ocurrido en el lugar de la quemadura, la persona responsable
puede tomar una decision de quemar pilas de hojas y los escombros del patio.

;Qué aplicaciones meteoroldgicas recomiendan para mi teléfono movil y mi computadora?

La informacion meteorolégica local actual y pronosticada esta facilmente disponible a través de fuentes de medios
locales y agencias de prondstico del tiempo regionales y estatales. Muchas noticias locales y aplicaciones
meteoroldgicas para teléfonos moviles y computadoras estan disponibles. The Weather Channel proporciona
aplicaciones para el smartphone que pueden resultar utiles. Ademas, la Comision Forestal de Georgia proporciona
informacién completa sobre el climay el peligro de incendio, que esta disponible en: GaTrees.org.

;Se seguirdan emitiendo Avisos de Quemaduras llegales (UBNs)? ;En qué circunstancias?

Los guardabosques de la unidad local del condado que responden a los incendios forestales determinan si se
debe emitir un Aviso de Quemadura llegal (UBNs). Los UBNs pueden emitirse si un incendio forestal es el
resultado de una quemadura de escombros en el patio Y esta claro que no se han seguido las cinco precauciones
de seguridad requeridas.

UBNSs se emiten cada vez que se queman materiales ilegales, incluida la basura doméstica, los materiales
artificiales, los documentos personales, las cajas de carton ondulado y las paletas.

¢;Qué hard la GFC con respecto a las quejas de humo?

La seguridad es nuestra principal preocupacion y siempre responderemos a los informes de incendios forestales.
Para las quejas de humo, preguntaremos si el incendio se ha escapado o podria causar una amenaza inminente.
Es ilegal quemar después de la puesta del sol. Los guardabosques locales de GFC determinaran qué accién tomar
de forma individual.

;Qué pasa si no tengo mucho espacio entre mi fuego y los bosques o una estructura?
Es ilegal encender una pila de escombros si hay menos de 50 pies entre su fuego y una estructura o 25 pies entre
su fuego y los bosques.

¢Habrd un periodo de gracia para que la gente se acostumbre a estos cambios?
La ley entra en vigor el 1 de Julio de 2021. Se esta llevando a cabo una campafia de comunicacién para ayudar a los
georgianos a comprender los requisitos de la nueva ley y sus responsabilidades al quemar. Visite GaTrees.org para
obtener detalles completos, incluido un video de instrucciones, una copia de la legislacion e informacion sobre la

seguridad de la quema.

READ THE LAW, SEE VIDEOS, FIND OUT MORE AT: GATREES.ORG
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