Ordinance No. (M
TEXT Case No. 2021-05

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE TEXT OF SEC. 206-8 OF THE UNIFIED DEVELOPMENT
ORDINANCE OF ROCKDALE COUNTY, AS AMENDED, REGARDING THE RM RESIDENTIAL
MULTI-FAMILY DISTRICT; TO REPEAL CONFLICTING LAWS; AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES.

WHEREAS, the Unified Development Ordinance of Rockdale County (Subpart B — Planning and
Development of The Code of Rockdale County, Georgia), as amended, governs land use and zoning,
administration of the Ordinance, including definitions, and development and permitting; and

WHEREAS, provisions within the Unified Development Ordinance regulates multi-family residential
buildings, including townhomes; and

WHEREAS, the existing Unified Development Ordinance regulations regarding multi-family
residential buildings, including townhomes, requires revisions, including the development standards; and

WHEREAS, public hearings were held following public notice and all other requirements of Sec.
238-4 of the Unified Development Ordinance;

NOW, THEREFORE BE IT ORDAINED by the Board of Commissioners of Rockdale County,
Georgia, and it is hereby ordained by the authority of same as follows:

Section [

That 206-8 “RM residential multi-family district” is hereby amended by deleting the current section 206-8 in
its entirety and replacing same with the following:

Sec. 206-8 (RM residential multi-family district)

(a) Purpose and intent. The RM district is mainly comprised of multi-family residential buildings
where surrounding land uses are compatible with higher-density residential development or
suitable transitional buffers are provided per the requirements of chapter 328, article I. Appropriate
areas must have adequate urban amenities and public facilities, including public water and sewer
systems. Because density is increased, it is critical that all factors relating to drainage, topography,
open space, and other environmental impacts be examined carefully to ensure suitability. All RM
developments shall be located on a major thoroughfare.

(b) Principal uses and structures. Principal uses and structures permitted in the RM district are as
listed in the UDO in section 218-1 table of permitted uses.

(c) Accessory uses and structures. Accessory uses and structures shall be permitted in the RM district
in accordance with section 218-1 table of permitted uses and provisions detailed in section 218-7
accessory use standards of the UDO.

(d) Special uses. Special uses may be permitted in the RM district in accordance with section 218-1
table of permitted uses. Special uses shall be subject to approval of a special use permit and subject
to the additional use standards established in section 218-13 of the UDO.

(e) Property development standards. Property in the RM district may be developed in accordance with
section 214-1 of the UDO, dimensional standards for zoning districts, table 1 development
standards for residential zoning districts and the following provisions:

(D Minimum lot width: 60 feet for duplexes, 20 feet for townhomes and condominiums,
otherwise 100 feet.
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Parking:
a. Townhomes:

i.  2-car garages shall be provided, unless approved otherwise by the
Board of Commissioners through a condition of zoning.

ii.  Rear-load entry is encouraged and may be required by the Board
of Commissioners through a condition of zoning.

b. No parking is allowed in the required front yard outside of an approved
driveway.

Building size: No building shall contain more than six dwelling units, unless approved
otherwise by the Board of Commissioners through a condition of zoning.

Buildings shall be separated by a minimum of 15 feet side-to-side, 40 feet front to back,
front to front, or back-to-back.

The building shall be placed on a permanent foundation, either slab or pier, which
meets the requirements of the Standard Building Code. A permanent foundation wall,
or curtain wall, un-pierced, except for required ventilation and access, shall enclose the
area located under the home to the ground level. Such a wall shall have a minimum
thickness of 3.5 inches and shall be constructed of masonry, brick, or similar material.
Installation shall meet or exceed any applicable rules or regulations promulgated by the
Georgia Fire Safety Commissioner and shall be completed prior to permanent electrical
service.

Open space requirement.

a. RM developments including more than 50 dwelling units must provide 400
square feet of landscaped outdoor recreation space per unit in the
development.

b. Where abutting incompatible uses or districts, a buffer is required in

conformance with chapter 328, article I of the UDO.

Landscaping. Front yards shall be sodded, and sites shall provide landscaping and tree
protection and replacement as provided in article II of chapter 328 of the UDO.

Dumpsters. Dumpsters shall be placed both at the rear of the complex and depending
on the size, may be required in the middle of the complex, to reduce the amount of litter
on the County’s roads that occur.

Section Il

That all ordinances or resolutions, or parts thereof, in conflict with this Ordinance are hereby repealed.

Section 111

That should any court of competent jurisdiction declare any section of this ordinance invalid or
unconstitutional, such declaration shall not affect the validity of the ordinance as a whole, or any part thereof,
which is not specifically declared to be invalid or unconstitutional.
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EFFECTIVE DATE: This Ordinance shall become effective as of the date hereof.

ADOPTED AND APPROVED THIS R q’ﬂ/\ DAY OF i‘!]éf ( { , 2021.

Attest:

By:QfM

ROCKDALE COUNTY, GEORGIA
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

M

Oz Nesbitt Sr., Chairman

—

& . )55 / (M / ) 4, /&/T//f he )

e iL. Wabhlﬁgton E"sq Commissioner Post I

f Pwenly ,,/ W

/ Dr. Doreen W1111ams Commissioner Post 1

Jennifer Rutledge, County Clerk

Approved as to Form:

By: /M%:{ZL
/M ader /}/Balg, C%f%ﬂl y

First Reading: February 23, 2021
Second Reading: L'{ ( A7) { 7O
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