IN THE MAGISTRATE COURT OF ROCKDALE COUNTY

STATE OF GEORGIA

	ROCKDALE COUNTY, GEORGIA

	ORDINANCE CASE NO.

	vs.

__________________________________,


	

	Defendant.
	


ADVISEMENT, ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND WAIVER OF RIGHT TO LEGAL COUNSEL 
I. SPECIAL ADVISEMENT OF RIGHT TO BE REPRESENTED BY AN ATTORNEY
You have the right to represent yourself or to be represented by an attorney in all criminal county ordinance proceedings against you. If you are not financially able to employ an attorney of your own choice, you have a right to have a court-appointed attorney to represent you. An attorney can help you (1) understand the violation(s) against you; (2) determine whether a legally sufficient citation has been filed against you; (3) determine whether you have any defense to the violation(s) against you, possible defenses and the County’s burden to prove you guilty on all elements of the violation(s) against you beyond a reasonable doubt; (4) prepare and conduct any trial held on the charge or charges against you; (5) determine what evidence is legally admissible; (6) file motions and make objections to exclude evidence which is not legally admissible against you; (7) determine what evidence you would be able to present in your defense; (8) file motions to obtain information from the prosecution, such as incident reports, scientific reports, witness statements, video or audio recordings, photographs, etc.; (9) make strategic decisions as to the calling of witnesses and whether or not you should testify at trial; (10) properly preserve legal issues for appeal in the event that you are convicted at trial; (11) conduct plea negotiations on your behalf if you desire to plead guilty or no contest to the violation(s) against you; (12) make sure all of your rights as a defendant in a criminal case are protected. Proceeding without the assistance of an attorney in this case may be detrimental to your best interest and may impact the judicial outcome. If convicted after a trial, the Judge has the discretion to sentence you to a maximum jail term of 60 (sixty) days and/or fine up to $1000 (one thousand dollars) for each violation for which you are found guilty.  

II. ACKNOWLEDGMENT AND WAIVER 

I have carefully read, or had read to me, all of the sections of this form. I understand all of information provided in these sections. I have no questions, which need to be answered before I sign below. My signature certifies that I understand my right to be represented by an attorney in the criminal county ordinance case against me. I have considered the advantages of having an attorney represent me. I have considered and understand the dangers of proceeding without the assistance of an attorney. After careful consideration of this matter, it is my desire not to be represented by an attorney. I freely, voluntarily and knowingly waive, that is, give up, my right to be represented by an attorney, of my choice or court appointment, in this case. It is my desire to proceed in this case without an attorney and to represent myself before the Court. This waiver of my right to an attorney is made without anyone making threats; without anyone using force against me; and without any promises. I am not under the influence of any alcohol, medication or any other substance.

This _________ day of _________________, 20__________.

	_____________________________________________
	____________________________________________

	Defendant’s Signature
	Defendant’s Printed Name


